
FEBRUARY 1939 
MAIN STREET, U. S. A. 

A real estate phenomenon, customer of building, and de

sign problem: Bridgeport , Connecticut under the micro

scope. l) H istory •.. pattern of retail stores ... assessed 
values ... transportation-bus routes, automobiles , and 
how they are parked . . . stare renta ls . . . pedestrian 

traffic .•• tena nt turnover. 2) Frequency of modern

ization . . . a decade and a half of Main Stree t mod
ernization by years, kinds and costs ... a typical modern
ization analyzed .. . M ain Street's plans far the future. 

3) Stare design, its contrai, standardization, and trends 
•. . the basis of design-identification, d es ign techniques, 

lighting and customer circulation ... a selective bibli 
ography of stare design. 

REMODELING PORTFOLIO 
Sixteen case histories from the Nation's Mai n Streets. More 
weight to the argument that modernization makes money. 

HOUSES 
More case histories in the small house seri es. l nterior
exterior photographs .. . floor pl a ns •.. criticai com

ment •.. cast data •.. construction outlines. 

PRODUCTS & PRACTICE 
Built-in Entertainment, the modern equivalent of the 

firepl ace : radio, phonograph and movies .. . a peek into 
the future. 

THE ARCHITECT'S WORLD 
Thoughts from Anton in Raymo nd, Albert Kahn, A. J. 
Symons, R alp h Ad a ms Cram, a mon g others. 

THE DIARY 
Random thoughts of a peripatetic observer. 

PLUS 
The Question of "Truth" ... Region al ism in Architecture 

... Alexander Calder: Movement as a Plastic El ement . . • 

MONTH IN BUILDING 

FORUM OF EVENTS 
News in pictures .. . The furniture marts ... Smith
sonian Competition: Educational a nnouncements ... 
Deaths . . . P erso nals. 
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BOOKS 22 
Th e modern garden . . Histor ies of Egyptian and Span
ish Architecture Survey of metropolitan life ..• 

LETTERS 28 
Plus (continued) ... Kitchen Fling ... Why Modern ? 


